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nothing from the fragility of its principles. Science
does not cease to progress, but the paths through
which it leads us are not always infallible. If in
every truth there is a portion of falsehood, in
every falsehood there is a fragment of truth.
From the scientific standpoint, nothing authorises
the logic of the sectarian mind violently rejecting
everything that is not in harmony with its com-
prehension.

VI. We forget the advantages which illusion
often offers. Who would dare to take upon him-
self the monstrous cruelty of telnng a father who
worships his child, that this child is the fruit of
adultery? No matter if we do have incontestable
proof, nevertheless we are silent. As regards the
choice between the truth which would have crushed
the heart of the man who was deceived, and salu-
tary silence, doubt is impossible. The most up-
right man bows to the falsehood. He will even
do what is necessary to fill up the fissures through
which the truth might escape.

After all, why snatch from man the possibility
of seeing things as his happiness requires? Re-
member the example of Marcus Aurelius, the most
virtuous of the Romans. Faustina basely de-
ceived him. Her love affairs were numerous.
The Empress chose them principally in the most